ART

The Quadricula/
Hocus Exhibit

ast year, the QUADRICULA (HOCUS

II) exhibit was opened in the National

Museum of Fine Arts headed by Director

Jeremy Barns and Assistant Director Ana

Maria Theresa Labrador. The exhibit is

curated by Gemma Cruz Araneta. The
Quadricula refers to the squared grid built by Spain in
its conquered colonies. It was designed so roads could
be traversed in straight lines, whether one came from
the North, East, West or South.

HOCUS is an acronym for HOfilefia and CUSto-
dio. Saul Hofilena, Jr, is a lawyer-historian who can nei-
ther draw nor paint but is obsessed with Philippine co-
lonial history, haunted by the Patronato Real and how,
“the lowly indio was tied to the Spanish escutcheon and
the Cross.”

Guy Custodio, the painter, is unaware of history
although he is a restorer and conservator of ecclesiasti-
cal treasures. He once visited Bohol and he was smitten
by the place and decided to stay. When Hofilefia met
him, Custodio “was hanging precariously like a bat”
while restoring the paintings on the ceiling of the Al-
burquerque Church. That was before the devastating
earthquake.
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Mr. Jess Hofilena, Chielo Hofilena, Ms. Jenny Ortuoste and Ms. Emilie Protacio
Valdivia

There is a unique synergy between Hofilefia and Custodio: The
former has nightmarish visions rooted in our colonial history which
the latter painstakingly paints on wood or canvas, in Filipino colonial

; style. In fact, during the opening of HOCUS, guests would ask where
Atty. Saul Hofilena Jr., Dr. Elizabeth Hofilena, Marlen Ontog, Gen. Ager Ontog are the creators’ signatures! Hofilefia pointed to the “Anghel de cuya-
cuy”, an indio angel dressed in white tunic with a squash hat, and
always seated, reading a book while jiggling (cuyacuy) a leg. That icon
is the HOCUS signature.

The HOCUS collection is not for sale, although during the first
exhibit of HOCUS (HOCUS D) which was held in the National Mu-
seum in 2017 and which ran for six months, there were a number of
inquiries from private collectors. When the exhibit ended, six of the
paintings were donated to the National Museum of Fine Arts, a fit-
ting closure of both the exhibition and Museum Month of 2017. The
rest of the paintings are now the subject of a letter of tive intent
addressed to the National Museum. On the 4th floor, in the main
corridor leading to the Director’s office, the CUS paintings are
permanently on display for the pleasure and enlightenment of hun-
dreds of thousands of museum visitors.

Most Art is a form of self-expression, so that the artist may,

through his well-meaning brushstrokes, define himself and present his
soul to his audience. The QUADRICULA/HOCUS paintings diffc

from this mode of se 55 ecause each work is an expre

of oil applied on stretched canvas or ancient wood. Each painting tells
our stories as a people, and in the end unravels and reveals who we are

Mrs, Cristina Corona and Ms. Gemma Cruz Araneta. 9 5 et
and who we will be.

LA

A "= JUADRI ULA

(HOCU:

Mr. & Mrs. Marne Kilates Mr. Jeremy Barns and Mr. Xiao Chua Mr. Eddie Chua and friend
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